
 

 

GCSE 
GEOGRAPHY Revision 

How can we revise more effectively in Geography? 
In order to do well at GCSE Geography, we need to be able to know, understand and apply 
specific information throughout the three exam papers: 

• Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment (1 hr 30 mins) 
• Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment (1hr 30mins) 
• Paper 3: Geographical applications (1hr 15 mins) 

General Revision Tips 

1. Get started 

Cramming at the last minute is stressful and has limited success. The earlier you start 
revising, the more helpful it is to your memory. 

2. Make a plan 

Work out how much time you have and how long you can spend on each subject/topic. 

3. Create a suitable space 

Find a quiet spot away from distractions and keep your things all in one place. 

4. Take regular breaks 

It is possible to work too hard! Your brain needs a rest to help it process information. 

5. Revise with a friend 

Talking through what you’ve learned can help information stick. 

6. Keep healthy 

Eating healthily and taking regular exercise will boost your brainpower and will help you 
remember more 

What doesn’t work 
 
These three common revision techniques have been proven to be least 
effective:  
 
- Highlighting text 
- Re-reading text 
- Summarising text  
 

These methods may make you feel like you are revising, but there are much better ways of 
ensuring that information ‘sticks’ in your brain. 

 

 



 

 

What does work 

Flash Cards 

Simply create your own revision resources using flashcards. You can write on 
both sides of them, colour code them or use them to quiz yourself and others. 
You can make a set for each topic we have studied. 

How to use them in Geography: 

• Key terms – key terms, definitions and examples 
• Case Studies  – what was the event?  Location? Date? Causes? Impacts? 
• Processes – Physical/Human? 

Dual Coding 

Dual coding means putting your knowledge into visual form alongside words. 

How to use this in Geography: 

1. Create spider diagrams or mind maps which also have little illustrations 
on them. 

2. Turn information into storyboards with captions. 
3. Create symbols to help remind you of key details(e.g. Sandpaper for abrasion) 

Retrieval practice 

During your exams you will need to be able to recall large amounts of 
information from your brain quickly. To get better at this, you need to practise! 
Not only will you get better at recalling information, but the information you 
recall is more likely to stick in your memory. 

How to use this in Geography 

• Create quick quizzes that friends and family members can test you on. 
• Create a glossary for each topic and see what words you recognise and can explain. 
• Use quick quizzes on Seneca Learning (you get instant results on this!) 

 

Deliberate practice 

Set time aside to practice what you will be doing in the exam – answering exam 
questions. You can never practice exam questions too much. 

How to use this in Geography: 

• Revision power hour – 1. Pick a question 2. Spend 20 minutes revising for that question 3. 
Spend 20 minutes answering the question 4. Use the mark scheme to mark your answer. 

• Practise questions from your book, skills booklets and from revision guides. 
• Ask your teacher for exam style questions (they’ll have loads!) 
• Ask your teacher for model answers and see what a good answer looks like. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Other revision techniques (Don’t make them from scratch, ask your teacher for some!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Urban Issues & Challenges
Unit 2a

What is Urbanisa,on?

This is an increase in the amount of  people liv ing in urban areas such 
as townsor ci6 es. In 2007, the UN announced that for the first 6me, 

more than 50 % of the world’s popula6on live in urban areas. 

Where is Urbanisa6on 
happening?

Urbanisa*on is happening 
all over the word but in 
LICs and NEEs rates are 

much faster than HICs. This 
is mostly because of the 
rapid economic growth 
they  are experiencing.

Types of Ci6es 

Megacity An urban area with over 10 millionpeople living there. 

More than two thirds 
of current megaci6es 
are located in either 
NEEs (Brazil) and LICs 

(Nigeria).The 
amount of megaci6 es 

are predicted to 
increase from 28 to 

41 by 2030.

Causes of Urbanisa,on

Rural - urban migra6on ( 1) The movement of people from rural to 
urban areas.

Push Pull

• Natural disasters
• War and Conflict
• Mechanisa*on 
• Drought 

• Lack of employ ment

• More Jobs 
• BeJer educa*on & 

healthcare
• Increased quality  of life.
• Following family members.

Natural Increase (2) When the birth rate exceeds the death 
rate.

Increase in birth rate (BR) Lower death rate (DR)

• High percentage of 
popula*on are child-bearing 

age which leads to high 
fer*lity  rate.

• Lack of contracep*on or 
educa*on about family  

planning.

• Higher life expectancy  due to 
beJer living condi*ons and 

diet.
• Improved medical facili*es 

helps lower infant mortality  
rate.

Sustainable Urban Living 

Sustainable urban liv ing means being able to live in ci6es in ways that do 
not pollute the environment and using resources in ways that ensure 

future genera6 ons also can use then. 

Water Conserva6on Energy Conserva6on

This is about reducing the amount 
of water used. 
• Collec*ng rainwater for 

gardens and flushing toilets. 
• Installing  water meters and 

toilets that flush less water. 
• Educa*ng people on using less 

water. 

Using less fossil fuels can reduce 
the rate of climate change.
• Promo*ng renewable energy 

sources. 
• Mak ing homes more energy  

efficient.
• Encouraging people to use 

energy. 

Crea6ng Green Space Waste Recycling 

Crea6ng green spaces in urban 
areas can improve places for 
people who want to live there. 
• Provide natural cooler areas for 

people to relax  in. 
• Encourages people to exercise. 
• Reduces the risk of flooding 

from surface runoff. 

More recycling means fewer 
resources are used. Less waste 
reduces the amount that 
eventually goes to landfill.
• Collec*on of household waste. 
• More local recycling facili*es.
• Greater awareness of the 

benefits in recycling.

Traffic Management

Urban areas are busy places with many people travelling by diff erent 
modes of transport. This has caused urban areas to experience different 

traffic conges6 on that can lead to various problems. 

Environmental problems

• Traffic increases air pollu*on 
which releases greenhouse 

gases that  is leading to climate 
change.

Economic problems Social Problems 

• Conges*on can make people 
late for work and business 

deliveries take longer. This can 
cause companies to loose 

money.

• There is a greater risk of 
accidents and conges*on is a 

cause of  frustra*on. Traffic can 
also lead to health issues for 

pedestrians.

Conges6on Solu6 ons 

• Widen roads to allow more 
traffic to flow easily.

• Build ring roads and bypasses 
to keep through traffic out of 
city centres. 

• Introduce park and ride 
schemes to reduce car use.

• Encourage car-sharing schemes 
in work places.

• Have public transport, cycle 
lanes & cycle hire schemes.

• Having conges*on charges 
discourages drivers from 
entering the busy city centres.

Integrated Transport System Greenbelt Area

This is the linking of  different forms of public and private transport within 
a city and the surrounding area. 

This is a zone of land surrounding a city where new building is strictly 
controlled to try to prevent ci6es growing too much and too fast.

Brownfield S ite Urban Regenera6on

Brownfield sites is an area of  land or premises that has been previously 
used, but has subsequently become vacant, derelict or contaminated. 

The investment in the revival of old, urban areas by either improving what 
is there or clearing it away and rebuilding.

	 Topic	1:	Hazardous	Earth		
Specification	Link		 What	you	need	to	be	able	to	do	/	understand	 Red	

L	
Amber	

K	
Green	
J	

The	atmosphere	operates	
as	a	global	system	which	
transfers	heat	around	the	
Earth.		

I	can	explain	how	the	global	atmospheric	circulation	systems	transfers	and	redistributes	heat	energy	
from	the	sun	around	the	Earth.		

	 	 	

I	can	explain	how	the	global	ocean	currents	work	to	transfer	and	redistribute	heat	energy	around	the	
Earth.				

	 	 	

I	can	interpret	climate	graphs	to	explain	how	the	climate	varies	in	different	places.				 	 	 	
Climate	has	changed	in	the	
past	through	natural	causes	
on	timescales	ranging	from	
hundreds	to	millions	of	
years	.		

I	can	explain	how	asteroid	collisions,	orbital	changes,	volcanic	activity	and	variations	in	solar	output	are	
natural	causes	of	climate	change	.		

	 	 	

I	can	name	and	describe	different	sources	of	evidence	that	we	have	for	past	natural	climate	change-	ice	
cores,	tree	rings	and	historical	sources	(photographs,	paintings	etc.)		

	 	 	

I	can	explain	how	these	sources	can	be	used	to	reconstruct	glacial	and	interglacial	climate.		 	 	 	
I	can	explain	how	the	climate	has	changed	during	the	Quaternary	and	since	Roman	times	to	the	present	
day.		

	 	 	

Global	climate	is	now	
changing	as	a	result	of	
human	activity,	and	there	is	
uncertainty	about	future	
climates.				

I	can	explain	how	human	activities	(industry,	transport,	energy	and	farming)	produce	greenhouse	gases		
(carbon	dioxide,	methane)	that	cause	the	enhanced	greenhouse	effect.		

	 	 	

I	can	explain	how	this	enhanced	greenhouse	effect	is	leading	to	global	warming.		 	 	 	
I	can	explain		how	sea	level	rise,	warming	oceans,	global	temperature	rise,	declining	Arctic	ice	and	
increased	extreme	weather	events	are	evidence	for	human	activity	causing	climate	change.	

	 	 	

I	can	give	examples	of	the	possible	consequences	of	global	warming	for	people.		 	 	 	
I	understand	that	there	is	a	range	of	projections	for	global	temperature	change	and	sea	level	rise	in	the	
future.		

	 	 	

I	can	explain	why	we	can’t	be	sure	about	future	change-	because	of	uncertainty	about	physical	processes	
and	human	reasons.		

	 	 	

Tropical	cyclones	are	
caused	by	particular	
meteorological	conditions.		

I	can	explain	how	a	tropical	cyclone	forms	including	details	about	air	pressure,	rotation	and	structure.		 	 	 	
I	can	explain	how	the	seasonal	global	distribution	of	tropical	cyclones	(hurricanes	and	typhoons)	varies.		 	 	 	
I	understand	where	the	source	area	of	a	tropical	cyclone	is	and	how	the	track	will	change	over	time.		 	 	 	
I	can	explain	how	global	circulation	of	the	atmosphere	leads	to	tropical	cyclones	and	why	they	might	
intensity	(get	stronger)	or	dissipate	(become	weaker).		

	 	 	

Kerboodle: 

All students have 
access to the on 
line text book via 
Kerboodle.  Ask 
your teacher for 
log in details 

Knowledge Organisers 

 

Revision Clocks 

A knowledge 
organiser 
contains all the 
key terms, events 
and pieces of 
information in a 
topic. They are 
really useful if 
you get stuck 
during revision. 

A revision clock is 
good to use as 
revision once 
you have 
finished looking 
at a topic. It tests 
what you know 
and can be 
done in timed 
conditions. 

A thinking quilt 
contains key 
terms/names 
from a topic. You 
categorise the 
words into what 
topic or event 
they link to using 
a colour key at 
the bottom. 

RAG rating 
sheets allow you 
to assess where 
your current 
understanding is 
of a topic. This 
then allows you 
to fine tune your 
revision in your 
weakest areas. 

Mnemonics 

Mnemonics are 
words or sayings 
that help you 
remember key 
terms. Each 
letter of the word 
refers to a key 
term, e.g. 
N/S/E/W – 
Naughty 
Elephants Squirt 
Water  

Revision Guides: 

There are several 
options 
available. 

The specification 
is AQA (8035) Revision Guides 

Seneca 

Simply select 
Geography AQA 
GCSE and boost 
your knowledge 
with the short 
quizzes 



 

 

 

Know Your Command Terms 

Remember to be aware of the different words which are used at the start of the questions in the 
exam. These are called Command words and require you to do different things. 

Assess 

Make an informed judgement. 

For example, ‘Assess how effective your presentation technique(s) were in representing the data 
collected in this enquiry’ (Specimen Paper 3, qu. 05.3). 

Calculate 

Work out the value of something. 

For example, 'Using Figure 7, calculate the increase in retail sales value of Fairtrade bananas 
between 2000 and 2012' (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 02.7). 

Compare 

Identify similarities and differences. 

For example, 'Using Figure 4, compare HDI values in Africa and South America' (Specimen Paper 
2, qu. 02.1). 

Complete 

Finish the task by adding given information. 

For example, 'Complete the following sentences: 

The greatest number of category four tropical storms happen in the ……………………. Ocean. 
Apart from very strong winds, one other associated weather feature of a category four storm 
is…………………………' (Specimen Paper 1, qu. 01.5). 

Describe 

Set out characteristics. 

For example, 'Using Figure 9, describe the distribution of areas with existing licenses for fracking in 
the UK' (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 03.2). 

Discuss 

Present key points about different ideas or strengths and weaknesses of an idea. 

For example, 'Discuss the effects of urban sprawl on people and the environment. Use Figure 3 
and a case study of a major city in the UK' (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 01.6). 

  



 

 

 

Evaluate 

Judge from available evidence. 

For example, 'Evaluate the effectiveness of an urban transport scheme(s) you have studied. 
(Specimen Paper 2, qu. 01.8) 

Explain 

Set out purposes or reasons. 

For example, 'Using Figure 12 and your own knowledge, explain how different landforms may be 
created by the transport and deposition of sediment along the coast' (Specimen Paper 1, qu. 
03.7). 

Give 

Produce an answer from recall. 

For example, 'Give one condition that is needed for a tropical storm to form' (Specimen Paper 1, 
qu. 01.6). 

Identify 

Name or otherwise characterise. 

For example, 'Identify the glacial landform at grid reference 653532' (Specimen Paper 1, qu. 05.1). 

Justify 

Support a case with evidence. 

For example, 'Transnational corporations (TNCs) only bring advantages to the host country.' Do 
you agree with this statement? Justify your decision. (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 02.10) 

Outline 

Set out main characteristics. 

For example, 'Outline one way that Fairtrade helps to deal with the problems of unequal 
development' (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 02.8). 

State 

Express in clear terms. 

For example, 'State one characteristic of the course of the River Ouse in grid square 5754' 
(Specimen Paper 1, qu. 04.1). 

Suggest 

Present a possible case. 



 

 

For example, 'Suggest how the sea defences shown in Figure 11 help to protect the coastline' 
(Specimen Paper 1, qu. 03.6). 

To what extent 

Judge the importance or success of (strategy, scheme, project). 

For example, 'To what extent do urban areas in lower income countries (LICs) or newly emerging 
economies (NEEs) provide social and economic opportunities for people?' (Specimen Paper 2, qu. 
01.4). 

Use evidence to support this statement 

To select and present information to prove or disprove something. 

For example, 'Weather in the UK is becoming more extreme.' Use evidence to support this 
statement. (Specimen Paper 1, qu. 01.4) 

 


